
 
 

Meetings: 2nd  Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45A.M.  Place: Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens, Samburu Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

““ TThhee  NNoorrtthhssiiddee””   
 

JJaannuuaarryy  22001100  
 

Mission Statement 
To continually improve the Jacksonville business 

environment and quality  of life in Jacksonville, w hile 
serving the best interests of our members and the 

North Jacksonville community. 
 

Happy  New  Year! 
 

For those of you over 50 or for that matter, how ab out over 60….do you remember being 
in high school and hearing your teachers speak abou t the future or more specifically 
the year 2000?   To me, It almost seemed like scien ce fiction just hearing them say the 
number  2000 .  Now, here it is 2010.   I wonder if our grandchi ldren have the same 
feeling when they hear people project about the yea r 2050?  I know most of us will be 
gone by then but I can’t help but wonder how much m ore advanced we can possibly 
get.  I mean, really…..I’m still amazed that we can  get a letter around the world in a few 
seconds via email.   
I’m hoping all the Northside Business Leaders membe rs will have a more prosperous 
year than this past year.  Hopefully, the economy w ill improve this coming year!   I’m 
looking forward to seeing new faces in our membersh ip.  Glenn Fowler is working very 
hard along with Nancy Burnett to make it happen.  A nd, how about Mark Kaleel…he 
brought in two guests (one of which has applied for  membership – Pepper Pete).  Great 
job, Mark.   
I’d like for each of you to think about what you fe el the Club should get involved in this 
coming year.  We should have a specific project to focus on in addition to increased 
membership. Give it some thought and let me know. 
I’ll see you all on January 12 th.  The guest speaker will be Mike Hogan, tax collec tor.  

Happy  New  Year!  
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Mark Your Calendar   

 
January 5, 2010 
Board Meeting 

 
January 12, 2010 

Mike Hogan 
Tax Collector 

 
Ray Holt 

District 11 Public Meeting in reference to Sheffield Park 
New Berlin Elementary School Cafeteria 

3613 New Berlin Road 
Jacksonville Florida 32226 

January 14, 2010 
 

February 9, 2010 
Jim Overton 

Property Appraiser 
 

***WE HAVE A NEW CLASSIFIED SECTION ON OUR WEBSITE! ***  

2009 Banquet  
There  are video clips of the banquet (including the NBL “Roar” on the website. You will have your 
choice of the standard or high resolution version. It is recommended that you have a DSL connection 
due to the large size of the files. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays for January 

Tom Braddock 04 Judge James 
Ruth 

06 

Doug Moore 07 Earl Lewis 09 

Judge Mattox Hair 18 Steve Burnett 23 

Tracy Carter 28   

 

 

REMEMBER TO WISH YOUR FRIENDS HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Check out our website at:  www.northsidebusinessleaders.com 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the men and women in the U.S. Armed Forces  in your prayers! 

 

  
 
 

The 2008-2009  OFFICERS 
 
              President: Patricia Hamn 1 st VP: Rev.Ray Turner   2 nd VP:Glenn Fowler  3 rd VP: Michael Fisher 
                                        Chaplain: I saac Jones Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Burnett 
                                Sergeant at Arms:Sh annon Elian, Mark Kaleel, Darrell Kelly, & Karen Wi lmer 
 
 

Members 
The price for our luncheons is $15.00. We will no l onger mail the newsletter each month, but 
we will instead Email the document to all members.  If you do not have email, please let us 
know and we will get you a copy.  We will have copi es available at the luncheon meetings and 
you can pick one up from Nancy. 
 
 

 
 

THE FRANCES AND CLYDE MEMORIAL FUND  
Contributors to Date 

 
John Benso    Bob & Debbie Birtalan   Sidney & Kim Broward 
Steve Burnett   Grady Parker    Les Wages 
Gary Wallace 

 
 

 
If you have any exciting news or events to share wi th members, please forward this 
information to Nancy Burnett or Paul Forte by: 

Fax: 904-714-4596 or E-MAIL nmb7144596@bellsouth.ne t. 

This is your Newsletter and we want to share your n ews!  
All of our Club Members are so special.  Please let me know if you have any news for our Member column and keep us apprised of 

any special event or announcement.   
 
 

 



                                                            

Member News   
 

The Jacksonville Fair  
We want to take a minute to THANK all of the participants who volunteered to work at the Fair this 
year to make it a really big success. We made more in tips this year than we ever did thanks to their 
hard work and willingness to step up to the plate and lend a hand. It is a fun experience. Many of us 
see old friends and neighbors we haven’t seen in a while, but just the Fair atmosphere with the cotton 
candy, kettle corn, corn dogs, etc. make us feel like kids again. Many, many thanks to Jim Fair and 
his family for their tireless participation the entire fair. Those folks did not tire out. Paul Forte, Ed 
Jones, Manning Woodley, Bill Baisden, Sharon Joost and the Atlantic Marine team members, Sue 
Brinson, Dick Berry, Patricia and Tony Hamn, Tim Petty and the Pettyco Express Team, Glenn and 
Teresa Fowler, and Jackie Revels and her team from Synovus Bank. You guys are awesome and we 
greatly appreciate your valuable time and commitment to helping the Northside Business Leaders 
make this event so successful this year. Next year we hope to see more volunteers out to help as this 
project has become our major fund raiser for the Scholarship Fund. Thank you again to ALL!!!!!! Nancy 
Burnett, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Have you been to the Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens lat ely?  

This time of year on a nice sunny & blue sky day the Zoo is great. The animals are active & playful 
and we two legged animals are very comfortable walking the beautiful facilities. Bring your still and 
video cameras as it also is a great time for pictures to remember for ever. 

The Northside Business Leaders President Patricia Hamn & husband Tony, along with Past President 
Paul Forte & wife Hallie enjoyed a relaxing day at the Jax Zoo recently.The day was filled with great 
views of the animals & the gardens. The food and service was excellent and reasonably priced. 

For over 90 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has been dedicated to inspiring the discovery 
and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experience in a caring environment. From the 
beginning in 1914, with an animal collection that consisted of only one red deer fawn, the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens has become one of the top zoos in the nation, now with more than 1,400 rare and 
exotic animals and over 1,000 unique plant species. The Zoo is a non-profit organization and an 
accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums. It is open year-round, seven days a week, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is located on 
Jacksonville ’s north side at 370 Zoo Parkway, one-half mile east from I-95. For more information, go 
to www.jacksonvillezoo.org. 

                                                  

                                                                    

   

  

                   



Past Meetings  
December 8, 2009  

John Larson & The First Coast Men’s Emsemble  

22 high school students representing 10-12 grades  presented various Christmas musical 
selections including traditional favorites along with a sample of old world  hymns. Mr. 
Larson’s students always deliver a sensational program and certainly make NSBL proud 
to have them at our December meeting.  They are highly talented and dedicated young 
men desiring to continue their education at different colleges. Well done!   

   
                  First Coast Men’s Emsemble                                                      Patr icia Hamn & John Larson 

Officer of the Quarter  
Lt. Shawn McCormick of Zone 6 introduced Officer Bruce Porter to the audience while receiving a 
commendation from JSO for a thorough investigation of a suspicious car theft. After on site 
investigations Officer Porter was able to identify, arrest and get confessions from 2 suspects linked to 
a murder investigation. Officer Bruce Porter our Officer of the Quarter received a plaque and a 
savings bond from NSBL for his contribution to the safety and security of not only north Jax but the 
city as well.  

 

Officer Bruce Porter  

 



Past Meetings Cont.  
December 8, 2009  

 

Safe Harbor Boys Home  
Mr. Doug Smith, director of Programs along with two of “his boys” brought NSBL up to date on current 
events and status of the work located on Heckscher Drive.  Sadly the home has had to lay off the 
staff and severely cut back to housing just 9 boys.  Mr. Smith in answering questions stated that 
“government money” had been made available to support the home but that the money was refused 
due to nature of conditions attached to the grant. He received applause from the membership for 
taking such a hard stand in not accepting grant money that would be detrimental to the program. 
Without hesitation NSBL membership demonstrated support for the home by giving food and 
monetary donations.  North Jax should be very proud to have this organization in our community.  

 
Doug Smith, Director  

 

 
Two of Doug’s boys spoke of their daily activities & goals  

 



Christmas Social  
 

December 10, 2009 
 

The evening of December 10 was very special and a great way to begin the Christmas Holidays. The 
music, the food and drink, the entertainment – Liz Mobley sang many of the songs of the season – 
and fellowship all combined for a festive occasion. Rep. Lake Ray and Kevin Hyde made a quick 
appearance.  We appreciate those of you who took the time to join us and Eden Group for the fun 
evening.  We had plenty of door prizes, everyone left that evening with a gift. I believe I speak for 
everyone when I say you really missed a great time if you were unable to make it for the holiday 
celebration.  Nancy Burnett, Secretary/Treasurer 

       
                Dick Berry & Bob Peeples                                                                           The Mitchell’s 

 
 

       
                                     Paul Forte                                                                       Patricia & Tony Hamn 

 

 

 



Of Interest  
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HAD A EUROPEAN ACCENT  
 

European companies establishing Jacksonville as their gateway to the United States has been a 
particularly strong subset of local economic development in 2009. 
Much of the success in attracting foreign investment has been the handiwork of the Cornerstone 
Regional Development Partnership, the economic arm of the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. 
“We are actively and aggressively promoting this region as a dynamic area for businesses that are 
looking to expand or relocate,” said Jerry Mallot, Cornerstone president. Mallot this month headed to 
Atlanta with 25 Jacksonville business leaders for a two day economic development mission to 
promote Northeast Florida as a pro-business environment ripe for businesses’ relocation. 
“Northeast Florida is one of the fastest growing regions in the U. S. making it extremely attractive to 
large corporations and business owners. It is our job to make sure such companies are aware of our 
region’s successful business climate and understand the benefits of doing business here,” Mallot 
said. 
It is also prime time for European companies to invest in U. S. entities, given the strength of the euro 
against the dollar and the weakened state of some core domestic sectors. 
The most recent success of the group’s efforts was attracting Saft, a French high-tech battery 
manufacturer that in August was awarded a $95.5 million grant to build a battery plant at Cecil 
Commerce Center. The Jacksonville plant will produce lithium-ion cells and integrate batteries for 
military vehicles, aviation, smart grid support, broadband backup power and emerging applications 
such as energy storage for renewable energy. 
Saft will invest $122 million in construction and equipment at the plant, which is expected to bring 
more than 300 jobs to Jacksonville. 
PilotPen, the U. S. subsidiary of Tokyo-based Pilot Corp. broke ground in the spring on a 34,000 
square foot office that will establish Jacksonville as the U. S. headquarters for the company, which is 
based in Trumbull, Conn. 
Area development officials said the city’s burgeoning reputation as a logistics hub of the U.S. has 
been an attractive selling point for foreign companies looking for a U.S. entry point. 
“Jacksonville has emerged as a major logistics center; based upon its transportation infrastructure 
that includes a major port, international airport, three railways and several major airports,” said Robert 
Abberger, senior managing director of the Florida unit of Trammell Crow Co. The company was 
behind the 260,000 square foot Volkswagen of America parts distribution facility that was completed 
in January. 
Jacksonville also won the favor of PacNet Services Ltd., an international payment processing 
company whose main operations are in Ireland, but ownership is Canadian, after Cornerstone 
courted a delegation of Irish businesses. The company plans to establish Jacksonville as its 
headquarters in the spring and will employ about 20 people locally. 
Direct Airflow, a Dutch supplier and manufacturer of food container products for planes and trains, 
this year announced its plans to open a distribution center in Jacksonville. And Jacksonville-based 
staffing company MPS Group Inc. said in October that it would be sold to a Swiss corporation looking 
to expand its U.S. footprint. 
Zurich-based Adecco Group is awaiting shareholder and regulatory approval to close the $1.3 billion 
deal, and declined to comment on its acquisition until the deal closes. Cornerstone was not a party to 
the sale. 
Attracting European companies is seen as a way Jacksonville can position itself in the increasingly 
global economy and gain a new market, especially considering the weakened state of core sectors, 
such as construction and financial services, said Michael Breen, director of international development 
for Cornerstone. 
 

JAX Bus. Journal  Dec. 25 – 31, 2009 



THE SILVER LINING 
 

The strength of area leaders in successfully attracting international businesses to Jacksonville and 
making inroads into global markets could develop the city into an international hub. 
But unlike Detroit, Silicon Valley or the Research Triangle, which successfully created homes for 
specific industries, pitching Jacksonville as an entry point to the U. S. market opens the door to 
economic development from unlimited industries. 
The city has all the fundamentals in place – a strong advanced manufacturing industry, a thriving 
logistics industry, a burgeoning port, high quality of life and reasonable cost of living, one of the 
fastest-growing life sciences sectors in the country and lower costs associated with running a 
business than many other port cities. 
But something often cited by companies that decide to make Jacksonville their home is not what it 
has, but what it is. Jacksonville is a city of leaders who are surprisingly adept at working 
cooperatively, across public and private sectors and alongside competitors, for a common goal. 
Mayor John Peyton has made a significant commitment to the growth of international business and 
jobs in Jacksonville, often taking a personal role in recruiting businesses by discussing incentives with 
them. He and private business work closely with the Jacksonville Economic Development 
Commission and Cornerstone, the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce’s economic 
development arm, to ensure a successful courtship with interested companies. 
A Chicago developer recently told the Jacksonville Business Journal that the JEDC was “probably 
more competent than most any similar organization in the country.” 
 

JAX Bus. Journal Dec. 25 – 31, 2009 
 

DREDGE REPORT 
 

Economic interests trump environmental concerns in Jacksonville’s  
Pursuit of the St. Johns River dredging  

 
Swing over the Dames Point Bridge on 9A and you catch a view of Jacksonville that may forecast the 
future.  Freighters from all over the world stop at the port, unloading cars, taking on mountains of raw 
materials and steaming back out to sea, stacked impossibly high with colorful containers. It’s a stirring 
vista, and a testament to the triumph of commerce over nature. Once a tree-covered peninsula, 
Dames Point is now and undeniably, an economic landing strip – bulkheaded, coated in asphalt, in 
natural attributes subsumed in the name of trade. 
Because newer, even bigger container ships are on the horizon, the Jacksonville Port Authority is 
seeking to transform another landscape – this one underwater. Jaxport has asked the U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to carve out another 10 feet of river bottom, dredging the St. Johns from its 
current depth of 40 feet to 50. The project, which would extend the mouth of the river to the 
Talleyrand docks 21 miles downriver, would give the new generation of freighters enough clearance 
to dock at the port. But it’s no small undertaking. Corps officials estimate the price tag will be between 
$500 million and $1 billion. And money isn’t the only cost. Scientists and river advocates contend that 
changing the shape of the river will change its hydrology. Though the full impact of that change isn’t 
known, it will almost certainly increase salinity at the northern end of the river. Since that area 
currently ranges from fresh to brackish, the impact of increased salinity could range from mildly 
significant to catastrophic – at least for species that call the river home. 
The natural allies of the port – the business community, city leaders, lawmakers – have lined up in 
support of the dredging. Ironically, some of those same folks vehemently opposed Seminole County’s 
plan to drain water from the river’s southern end, and did so for the very same reason: It would 
increase the salinity content. The early science suggest that the river dredging will have a far more 
dramatic impact than the water withdrawal would have had – perhaps three times the effect. Yet 
Jacksonville leaders have been largely supportive of the dredging, since this time it’s our economic 
interests – not Central Florida’s – that are at stake. 

 



DREDGE REPORT CONT. 
  

It’s an awkward civic position, one that points to how much of the discussion about river health is 
really about money – and how difficult it is for environmental interests to trump economic ones. 

 
The Big Chase  

 
The huge container ships from Asia that will be able to make it through the Panama Canal when its 
widening is completed in 2014 are called post-Panamax vessels. Shippers like them because they 
reduce transit costs and Jaxport – a hybrid state/local entity that serves as a landlord of sorts – wants 
its tenants to get some of that trade. 
Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, Ltd. (MOL) has already invested $210 million in its Dames Point TraPac hub 
facility designed to serve post-Panamax ships (Jaxport contributed $20 million). The Korean shipping 
giant Hanjin is working out a similar investment with Jaxport (though those talks are currently stalled 
over a labor dispute.  While the port insists the presence of the two Asian shipping giants isn’t 
contingent on the dredging, it certainly gives the project the feel of a done deal. 
“The fact that Hanjin and MOL have already chosen Jaxport for their East Coast hub operations is a 
huge boost to the effort to get approval and funding for deepening,” says Jaxport CEO Rick Ferrin. 
“It’s not a ‘build it and they will come’ situation. They are already here.” 
Jaxport’s growth in recent years has come from positioning itself as a global, not just a regional, 
facility.  Jacksonville’s 65,000 port-related jobs represent a 45 percent increase since 2004, resulting 
in an annual economic impact of $19 billion, according to a recent report by the transportation 
consulting firm Martin Associations. The anticipated post-Panamax bounce could produce as many 
as 25,000 jobs and $12.7 billion in annual economic impact, just from MOL and Hanjin. (Other 
Jaxport clients, like CMA-CGM, APL and Hamburg Sud, also plan on getting post-Panamax 
business.) However, not only does the bounce depend on the dredging, port officials say, failing to 
dredge will have the reverse effect. 
“Undoubtedly, we will wither on the vine without deepening the harbor to allow post-Panamax cargo 
to come here,” says Ferrin. “There is no possible way we will hang on to all of the business we 
generate right now. The future of U. S. East Coast ports is post-Panamax, and everyone associated 
with the industry knows that deeper water is an essential piece of that picture.” 
Of course, Jaxport isn’t the only one chasing big ships. Savannah, Charleston, Norfolk, Tampa and 
Miami are all vying for cargo and the federal funding for the dredging, which must be approved by 
Congress. Mayor John Peyton wants to position Jacksonville as the state’s flagship port in the coming 
funding battle, emulating a model already adopted by Georgia. “Because of that, Jaxport is pitted 
against the entire influence and legislative power of the state of Georgia,” he notes. “A tiered support 
system will afford greater opportunity for state assistance to Florida’s larger, more active ports and 
will help level the playing field for competition with other states along the East Coast.” 
Most large East Coast ports will eventually handle post-Panamax vessels, Ferrin acknowledges, but 
he believes being among the first will give Jacksonville a distinct advantage. Already it benefits from 
the fact that it’s less congested than other Florida ports. Its location – due south of Ohio, with a 24 
hour drive of 65 percent of all U.S. consumers – is another plus. If Jaxport can get ahead in the race 
for limited port-improvement funds, Ferrin suggests, the sky’s the limit. 
 

Re-doing the River  
 

With such ambitions at play, it’s hard to see an environmental argument gaining much traction. And 
thus far, the dredging fight hasn’t been a central battle for Northeast Florida environmentalists. But 
there are very real concerns about its impact. Jacksonville University marine biologist Quinton White 
concedes that the project could be an economic boon for the city. “But at the same time, it can do 
significant environmental harm to the St. Johns River,” and that also carries costs. 
“We’ve been monkeying with the St. Johns since we almost got here,” says White, executive director 
of JU’s Marine Science Research Institute. “We’ve increased the channel velocity, channelized it,  

 



DREDGE REPORT CONT.  
 
we’ve directed the flow, and that’s had a lot of impact. We have to step back and ask, What are we 
really doing here?” 
Figuring that out is largely the task of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Jacksonville Division, which 
is gathering information on the economic benefits and environmental costs of dredging. Corps Project 
Manager Steve Ross explains that the agency will look at projected revenues, shipping trends, post-
improvement requests from other cities, likely dispersal of cargo – all things economic. It will also look 
at the potential environmental damage says Ross. “We look at salinity, endangered species, habitat, 
all the environmental requirements. We  

 
put that all together and compare benefits to the costs.” If the benefits outweigh the costs, he adds, it 
will win Corps approval. 
The analysis will examine a variety of dredging depths and may decide that the optimal cost/benefit 
ratio is reached at some depth less than 50 feet. “Just because a ship can carry cargo down to 50 
feet doesn’t mean that’s the optimum benefit, in terms of depth from a federal perspective,” Ross 
explains. 
If the Corps approves a lesser depth, the project sponsor – Jaxport – can chip in to dredge deeper on 
their own dime (something Jacksonville did on a 2003 dredging). Those costs may affect other project 
variables. Though the dredging proposal is for the 21 miles to Talleyrand, Ferrin says all they really 
need is to dredge to the Dames Point terminal, about 13 miles inland, where MOL/TraPac is and 
Hanjin will be. Congress has already authorized $45 million for dredging the Mayport basin in 
preparation for a nuclear aircraft carrier. Because that project would extend from the mouth of the 
river about a mile and a half inland, it will boos the cost/benefit ration of the port’s dredging. That, 
Ferrin believes, only gives his project momentum. 
 

Salt Death  
 

No matter who does what when, the proposed dredging will definitely increase salinity upstream. At a 
technical symposium hosted by the St. Johns River Water Management District in Gainesville last 
September, Dr. Peter Sucsy, supervising engineer scientist for the district, unveiled a chart for the 60 
or so scientists and academics gathered. The Estuary Salinity Intrusion chart showed various lines at 
the bottom of the graph representing the salinity impacts of different water withdrawal proposals. At 
the top of the chart, high above those lines, was a red one representing salinity impacts from the port 
dredging. 
St. Johns Riverkeeper Neiel Armingeon, who was the meeting, says it was a turning point in the 
debate. “I call it ‘The Graph’, because it totally changed this whole discussion,” he says. He says the 
Water Management District, which supported the Seminole County water withdrawal proposal, used 
the chart to attack those who opposed it, like the Riverkeeper organization. 
“For months we were on tour about (the river withdrawal issue), and that graph was always put up. 
And the reason they put it up was to say, ‘Look, you’re worried about this (withdrawal)? You ought to 
really be worried about this (dredging).’ It became a rallying cry. 
Sucsy doesn’t openly criticize the Port’s plan, but he does stand by this graph. “In our original study, 
we found that in the area near Jacksonville and toward the mouth, the dredging would have a larger 
impact than the water withdrawal would have on salinity,” says Sucsy, adding that it would double or 
triple the effect. 
Dr. Courtney Hackney, director of the Coastal Biology Flagship Program at the University of North 
Florida and an expert on river dredging impact, is inclined to agree. He has been studying the 
environmental impact of river dredging for 15 years in the Cape Fear River in North Carolina. Thanks 
to the discovery of a 100 year old tidal gauge, Hackney and his colleagues were able to see how 
repeated dredging of the Cape Fear River increased salinity up stream. And those findings mirror 
what scientists all over the world have found in their dredged rivers. 
“When you widen and deepen a river, you effectively reduce the friction-to-volume ratio, so the tide, 
which is a wave, travels upstream further and more intact,” explains Hackney, who still works on the  



DREDGE REPORT CONT. 
 
Cape Fear project for the Army Corps of Engineers in North Carolina, but is not officially advising the 
Jacksonville Corps on this project. With an unblocked river, like the St. Johns, the result is typically 
higher high tides and lower low tides.  “In a sense, what dredging is doing is accelerating sea level 
rise.” 
Those freighted words in a state already facing rather dramatic impacts if sea levels rise. Global 
environmental impacts aren’t part of the Corps’ dredging algorithm, but even setting aside climate 
change, the effects of increased salinity could be devastating. 
“If you just imagine all the trees in the Julington Creek drainage dying, that would be a fairly 
significant impact on the richness of the area,” says Hackney. “To the lay public, what they would see 
is everything is nice and happy, and then all of a sudden the trees die and the swamp just falls apart.” 
Salt isn’t  the only threat. “One of the components of seawater is sulfate,” Hackney says. “And when 
sulfate gets into the peat, bacteria in that organic matter take the sulfate and turn it into hydrogen 
sulfide, which is extraordinarily toxic – one of the most toxic substances around . . . and super toxic to 
most plants in freshwater marshes.” 
Despite what Sucsy and Hackney have found, Corps project manager Ross suggests the jury is still 
out on potential impacts. He says he hears a lot of talk about the salinity issues. “But I’m an engineer, 
so I say, show me the science. We’ll do the analysis, and it will show if we think we have issues or 
whether it will be minimal.” 
Of course, both permitting agencies – the Corps and the Water Management District – must consider 
how the water withdrawal and the dredging would impact each other, assuming both move forward. 
Quinton White says both actions will affect the river, but possibly in different ways. 
“When you reduce the amount of fresh water flow, it’s different than just increasing saltwater 
intrusion. It’s a subtle difference, but it’s there,” says Dr. White. Which is more harmful? He’s not sure; 
more study needed. 
Eric Summa, chief of the Corps’ environmental branch in Jacksonville, says their team of scientists is 
looking at all environmental aspects of the dredging. They’ve asked the academic and scientific 
community to contribute relevant findings,” and when we don’t have information, we go out and 
collect it.” But Summa doesn’t dispute that saltwater intrusion will occur. “We know that salinity is a 
concern,” he says. “We need to determine the ecological impacts of what could occur when that 
saltwater wedge goes up river.” 
To be fair, it’s possible the influx of saltwater could have some beneficial effects, even as it causes 
harm.  Larger volumes of saltwater in the river could mean a reduction in algae blooms, Hackney 
suggests. And other impacts are good or bad only in the eye of the beholder. If you’re a forester 
growing trees in the wet areas along the river, saltwater intrusion is a bad thing, “On the other hand,” 
says Hackney, “if you catch shrimp offshore, and you have more salt penetrating further upriver, 
there’s the potential that the estuary can be a bigger nursery area than in the past.” 
Such considerations aren’t fantasy, notes Hackney. “These are all things that happen during sea level 
rise.” 
 

The Real World of Water  
 

Whatever the impacts of the port dredging, they would certainly be intensified by water withdrawals 
from the river’s southern end. Until now, Northeast Florida has been united in opposition to the river 
draining, but the port dredging makes clear that jurisdiction, not salinity, is their primary concern. 
“Since we’re at the end of the river, we assume it is ours,” says Hackney. “But when it comes down to 
political decisions, everyone is trying to protect their own interests.” 
From an environmental perspective, Quinton White would prefer that neither the dredging nor the 
water withdrawal occur. “But that’s not real world,” he concedes. 
Alternatively, he hopes the Corps will explore possible options to mitigate the saltwater intrusion from 
dredging, such as flushing out silted-up tributaries, which may improve water quality. 
Hackney also believes that the dredge project will go forward, noting that the Corps only does what 
Congress authorizes, and Congress is motivated by business interests. He fears, however, that once  



DREDGE REPORT CONT. 
 
the dredging is done, monitoring of the effects may fall by the wayside, eliminating any prospects for 
post-dredge mitigation. “There are ways of slowing the tide upstream down, and the Corps knows 
how to do this extremely well,” he says. But the catch is that there is no economic incentive to do it 
unless you know what it’s going to do in the future upstream.” 
Jaxport’s  Ferrin insists that if damage to the river from damage to the river from dredging is too great, 
he’ll drop the proposal. But one senses that the threshold of “too great” will be set high; the Dames 
Point peninsula speaks volumes about the power of commerce. And the Corps, for all of its 
benchmarking and analysis, has a woeful history on environmental matters. 
“I look to the Corps’ scientists and experts to guide us on the other factors and help us come up with 
answers,” says Ferrin. But he says there will also “be opportunity for public input, and I hope all 
concerned parties will look at study and weigh in.” 
St. Johns Riverkeeper Neil Armingeon is skeptical the Corps would ever buck the powerful shipping 
industry.  And while he is following the issue closely, his organization has also not moved 
aggressively to fight it. “I always say the port is critical to the city, and we support a good strong 
economy. It’s not going to be the Riverkeeper making this decision. We as a community need to 
understand the powerful risk to the river and the benefits,” says Armingeon. 
 He notes that the Riverkeeper’s  position on the dredging became an issue in the Central Florida 
water withdrawal, which the group fought bitterly. When Seminole County was deposing him this 
summer in a related lawsuit, he says their lawyers asked him, Why aren’t you against the river 
dredging? Why aren’t you against Jaxport? 
“They tried to make the case that we were being selective about who we challenged. I said, ‘Believe 
me, we haven’t let Jaxport off the hook,” says Armingeon. “To step out in front of the Jaxport bus in 
Jacksonville is a significant thing. I’m not suggesting we are or are not. But our job is to protect the 
river, we’ve stepped out in front of many buses in the past, and we will again. We’ll have to see what 
problems shake out, and we’ll go from there.” 
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TODAY’S THOUGHTS 
 

TODAY’S THOUGHTS 
 

LIFE IS NOT HOW YOU SURVIVE THE STORM, BUT HOW YOU DANCE IN THE 
RAIN. . . . 
 This is something we should all read at least once a week!!!! Make sure you 
 Read it to the end!!!! This was written by Regina Brett, 90 years old, of the Plain 
            Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio 
 
 “To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 45 lessons life taught me. It is the most 
requested column I’ve ever written. My odometer rolled over to 90 in August. 

1. Life isn’t fair, but it’s still good. 
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
3.  Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 
4. Your job won’t take care of you when you are sick. Your Friends and parents will. Stay in 

touch. 
5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 
6. You don’t have to win every argument. Agree to disagree. 
7. Cry with someone. It’s more healing than crying alone. 
8. It’s OK to get angry with God. He can take it. 
9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck. 
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 
11. Make peace with your past so it won’t screw up the present. 



TODAY’S THOUGHTS CONT. 
 
12. It’s OK to let your children see you cry. 
13. Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn’t be in it. 
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don’t worry; God never blinks. 
16. Take a deep breath  It calms the mind. 
17. Get rid of anything that isn’t useful, beautiful, or joyful. 
18. Whatever doesn’t kill you really does make you stronger. 
19. It’s never to late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to you and no one else. 
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don’t take NO for an answer. 
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Don’t save it for a special 

occasion.Today is special. 
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow. 
23. Be eccentric now. Don’t wait for old age to wear purple. 
24. The most important sex organ is the brain. 
25. No one is in charge of your happiness by you. 
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words ‘In five years, will this matter?’ 
27. Always choose life. 
28. Forgive everyone for everything. 
29. What other people think of you is none of your business. 
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time. 
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 
32. Don’t take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 
33. Believe in miracles. 
34. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn’t do. 
35. Don’t audit life . . . Show up and make the most of it now. 
36. Growing old beats the alternative – dying young. 
37. Your children get only one childhood. 
38. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere. 
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and say everyone else’s, we’d grab ours back. 
41. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
42. The best is yet to come. 
43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up. 
44. Yield. 
45. Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it’s still a gift.” 
Friends are the family that we choose for ourselves. 

 
SEE YOU NEXT MONTH! 
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Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45 A.M. 

Place:  Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Revised: September 20, 2009 

 
NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS NAME _______________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS ADDRESS ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
BUSINESS PHONE ___________________Ext ________ FAX __________________ 

 
HOME ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
HOME PHONE NUMBER _______________________________________________ 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS CATEGORY _________________________________________________ 

 
BIRTHDAY ____________________________SPOUSE ________________________ 

 
                                    Category of Membership (Circle): Individual Corporate Retired Spouse 
 
                                    COMMITTEE OF INTEREST:  (Circle those of interest) Annual Banquet, Directory, Fair, Finance,  golf 
                                    Tournament, Government Affairs, Membership, Mentoring/Scholarships, Speakers, Web Page 
 
                                    Send Newsletter and Information:  Home Address   Business Address  E-mail 
 
                                    Sponsored by: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

                                    One Time Application Fee  50.00  Mail Application to: 
                                    Annual Dues Individual      115.00  Northside Business Leaders 
                                    Annual Dues Corporate      300.00  P.O. Box 28554 
                                    Annual Dues Retired Spouse 35.00  Jacksonville, FL 32226-8554 
 
                                  Questions Contact: Glenn Fowler, Membership Chair 
                                  Work: 765-2355 ��� �  Email: glenn_fowler@bellsouth.net 

 

CATEGORY INFO ON WEBSITE UNDER MEMBERSHIPS  


